
Frequently Asked Questions about courageous heARTS

What is courageous heARTS?
courageous heARTS is an art studio designed in 
partnership with young people, offering a safe space 
where people can create, lead and connect. We offer 
free after school studio hours for youth ages 10-18, 
paid classes for youth and adults across the spectrum 
of expressive arts, and a space for community to 
gather and connect throughout the year. 

Who is courageous heARTS for? 
heARTS (as we like to call ourselves) was originally intended to serve youth ages 14-18. 
During our first three years of service, however, it became clear to us that’s a need for 
everyone in our community to have access to our space. Our mission remains focused on 
youth in middle and high school (who are often underserved by community-based 
programming), but we also serve adults and families with a variety of events and opportunities 
throughout the year. 

What does it cost?
heARTS makes access to creative expression it’s highest priority. Our after school Open 
Studio hours are always free and we worked hard to keep our classes affordably priced, while 
still maintaining our commitment to pay artists for their time and expertise. Member households 
receive a 15% discount on all classes and we also offer scholarships (30% off) on a per class 
basis for those in need. 

What do you mean by youth-led?
One of the most important parts of heARTS is our Youth Advisory Board (YAB). This team of 
high schoolers meet on a weekly basis to make decisions about programming, partnerships, 
fundraising, communications, and more! Though our founder is often the first point of contact, 
most decisions about our mission go through the YAB for approval. Youth are encouraged to 
“choose their own adventure” while in our space and are truly co-creators of their experience. 

I work for a youth-serving organization or school. Are there ways we can partner?
Absolutely! We offer a variety of opportunities to partner with your group for a small fee (and 
also have a sliding fee scale depending on your program budget!) 

If you work in a 1:1 capacity as a case manager, mentor, or advocate, we sell 10 and 25 visit 
punch cards for programs to share as a team so you can access a uniquely creative space to 
meet with your youth. If you work with a group of youth, we have two options:

1. Your group (of 10 or less) can reserve our backroom and make use of our supplies 
during after school hours

2. We facilitate private classes during day or evening hours for groups of 10-15 artists.

Do you offer team building opportunities for work groups?
Yes we do! To learn more, please reach out thru the contact page on our website. 

courageous heARTS
where creativity builds courage more…

http://www.courageous-hearts.org/contact-us
http://www.courageous-hearts.org
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I’m an artist, what opportunities are there for me?
We serve artists in a couple different capacities. Our Apprenticeship Program is designed for 
anyone 16+ who would like to gain skills in working with youth. This program is a serve-and-
learn opportunity that combines real life experience during our after school hours, with in-
person and online learning that help with skill building across our four approaches: youth-
centered, expressive arts, trauma-informed care, and restorative practices. We also invite local 
artists interested in teaching, to propose a class for youth or adults during one of our seasonal 
sessions: Spring (Feb.-May), Summer (June-August), and Fall (Oct.-Dec.) 

How do you get funding?
Mostly through individuals just like yourself, who contribute time, dollars, and materials so we 
can sustain our basic operations. We also receive small grants from area foundations and 
businesses throughout the year for specialized programming. 

Are there ways I can get involved?
Yes! heARTS’ success has been primarily driven by the giving hearts of our volunteers. We 
have opportunities to help with after school hours, serve as a teaching assistant for a class, 
help with administrative support, write grants, plan events, and more! Our volunteers often 
speak of the impact their service has on them personally, and we are honored to create even 
stronger community connections within our team of dedicated neighbors. Check out our 
webpage for details!

How can I find out more?
Visit our website: www.courageous-hearts.org. We’ve worked hard to ensure it’s a one-stop 
shop for everything you need to know. 
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http://www.courageous-hearts.org/work-with-us.html
http://www.courageous-hearts.org
http://www.courageous-hearts.org

